Muslim Myths
Part I
Background
1. A stereotype is an assumption about a group of people that may or may not be true. It could potentially be harmful to the group that is being stereotyped against
2. Two examples of stereotypes:
a. All jews are cheap
b. All athletes are stupid/ All smart people are unathletic
Activities
1. I’ve experienced my fair share of stereotypes in my short 17 years of life. I’ve experienced stereotypes because of the sports that I play, the school I attend, my grades, and my friends.
a. People assume that because I play baseball that I’m stupid
b. Others assume that because I get good grades that I’m bad at baseball
c. Due to the fact that I go to Conner, people assume that I live on a farm and am a stupid hick
2. What is wrong about these assumptions is the simple fact that athletes can both excel in their sport and excel in their grades at the same time and I fall into that category. Secondly, I do go to Conner but I also live in a neighborhood and drive a small car (no car for now); I do however like country music and occasionally wear boots and a hat… just like plenty of people.
3. I guess for the people that care, stereotyping can be extremely destructive. It can cause physical harm like the racism of the 1950’s or emotional damage like every day crap. I guess there are a lot of consequences of stereotyping but due to the fact that I live in a small town in Kentucky I don’t think I’m getting the full effect.
Debunking Misconceptions
1. Of the four stereotypes that it spoke of, I had heard three of them. I have heard plenty about all Muslims being terrorists. I had also heard that women are forced to wear the headdress and that Allah is the Muslim God.
2. Of the three that I had I had heard of, I believed two of them. I know that not all Muslims are terrorists but it is an absolute joy to joke about. I did however believe that women were forced to wear the headdress and that Allah was a separate God from the one that I know.
Part II
Activities
1. Look at the graph for US Muslim Beliefs and answer the questions
a. The most Muslims belong to the Sunnis
b. The second most populous group it “Other Muslims”
c. I still don’t fully understand the Muslim religion so, I’m still not totally clear on how there is other Muslims outside the Sunnis and the Shiites.
d. It really doesn’t affect it at all. There are still radicals from every denomination of every religion. The only thing that this has done for me is teach me a little bit more about the Muslim religion.
2. The visual for these questions would not open; therefore, I am incapable of answering the questions.
3. Although I was unable to open the second graph, I did find some valuable information about the Muslim religion itself. I took away from these graphs that there are many Muslim denominations that believe different things just like in Christianity.
Part III
Activity
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]This chart also would not open so I was once again unable to view the stuff that I needed for the questions…
