Reflection 1
	What is a child soldier?  I believe that a child soldier is a child that has a parent in the military and must go through the everyday worry of not knowing whether or not their parent will be coming home alive or not. This child is a soldier in their own right just like their parents because he/she has to fight to stay strong while their parent is off serving America. Some of these child soldiers have immense responsibility at home when their parent is away. There are thousands of teenagers out there that have to help their mother and be the man of the house while their father has been in Iraq and Afghanistan for the last 12 years. Children with parents in the military are just as much soldiers as the mother/father that we honor for fighting for our nation. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	And I was just screwing with in that first paragraph. While a soldier with parents in the military can be a “child soldier”, that’s not exactly what we’re talking about here. In, Marie- Shadow of the Lions actual child soldiers are talked about. Like children that are taken from their homes and forced to fight in rebel armies or just armies in general. As of now in the story; Marie, Joseph, Agnes, and Mr. Alazzar have been introduced. We know that the village is in Africa and that Marie lives next door to Joseph. It seems like a lot of flirting goes on between the two of them (just a little side note). However, Marie’s family was marked by the Rebel army, the PLA (People’s Liberation Army) in the middle of the night. Marie’s father is very scared by this. Mr. Alazzar, the school teacher was also visited by the PLA and fled the village. Currently all of the villagers are fleeing due to the impending war inside of the village.
